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What is this about? 
& 

Why?



die_you_gravy_sucking_pig_dog() 
shutdown.c



Background



–Poul-Henning Kamp(A Generation Lost in the Bazaar)

“Quality happens only when someone is 
responsible for it.” 









A Research UNIX Reader: 
Annotated Excerpts from the 

Programmer’s Manual, 1971-1986

An Oral history of Unix
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https://twitter.com/IBM/status/763459894070476800

https://twitter.com/IBM/status/763459894070476800


Workflow



Source Repo 
& 

Man pages



1) Does this buffer size change apply to DragonFly? 
2) Does DragonFly have the corresponding system variables? 

3) sysconf(3) needs to document _SC_PHYS_PAGES? 
4) What does getconf(1) do? 

5) getconf(1) references support for DEC Alpha!? 
6) Does it contain platform specific code for Alpha?



Validating a change makes 
sense 

e.g. changing buffer size 

FreeBSD BZ: 206048, 211280, 211389



Documentation fixes



–Richard Stevens (Advanced Programming in UNIX Environment)

“Often the reason for a particular 
implementation technique becomes clear when 

the historical reasons are described” 



seq(1) 
From Plan 9 or 

Research UNIX V8?
FreeBSD BZ: 181390



UNIX archeology toolkit



TUHS archive 
Éric Lévénez history of Unix 

man.cat-v.org 



Category 1 or 8 

/etc 

Presence in CSRG archive



Beastie’s pedigree cat(1)



• cat -v considered harmful & broken with multibyte 
characters 

• Align output between when invoked with -be & -ne 
flags 

• Remove socket support  in cat(1) 

• Backout? FreeBSD r184471 in src/bin/cat/cat.c 

• -f support - only attempt to open regular files  

Giorges Keramidas: http://marc.info/?t=103030722400029&r=1&w=2

http://marc.info/?t=103030722400029&r=1&w=2


Lack of hardware - 
chio(1)



External Hurdles



Bug trackers 
Archives 

Design Documentation 
People 

Knock-on effect



"A good programmer is someone 
who looks both ways before 

crossing a one-way street." - Doug 
Linder



Questions?


